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The Luxmanor Greensheet
Growing a sense of community
Fall 2016

Board of Education
Voter Forum
by Ed Farber
Please join us Tuesday evening,
October 25th for the second Board of
Education Voter Forum sponsored by
the Luxmanor Citizens Association.
This forum will feature the six
candidates running for the three
vacant seats on the County Board of
Education.
Our first forum, held before the
primaries, was a great success. The
candidates have very different
perspectives on budget priorities,

needs of the students and faculty,
solutions for overcrowding in the
Walter Johnson cluster and the
colocation of Tilden Middle and Rock
Terrace. The forum was covered by
the Washington Post and Bethesda
Magazine.
As over 40 of our neighbors learned
from testifying before the Board this
past year, the real power to change is
in the vote. For the Board of
Education, every vote does count and
we need to let the candidates know we
care and vote. Jordan Cooper will
moderate this evening, which will be
held shortly before the November
elections.
Please mark October 25th on your
calendars now and make sure you
bring neighbors and friends to the
Trinity Lutheran Church. The Forum
will begin at 7:00pm.

Board Members
President
Abbe Milstein
magmom3@verizon.net
Vice-President
Sheri Steisel-Weiss
sesaaw@gmail.com
Treasurer
Burman Berger
beneli_md@yahoo.com
Corresponding Secretary
Edward Farber
edfarber@comcast.net
Recording Secretary
Carin Cooper
carinyhc@gmail.com

Welcome to the Luxmanor Community
Over the last year many new families have moved into the neighborhood. While we would like to welcome
every new family, the LCA is not always aware of moves that occur. Please let us know of any new neighbors so that
we can welcome them!

The Arguello Family
on Mazwood Place

The Gomez Family
on Windermere Circle

The Choyke Family
on Luxmanor Road

The Hall Family
on Charnwood Drive
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The Plotkin Family
on Stephalee Lane
The Sperling Family
on Poindexter Lane
The Wander Family
on Poindexter Lane
FALL 2016
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President’s Message

our community. We are looking
forward to having more ideas and
Dear Neighbors,
suggestions from our community to
With summer fading fast and the days make our neighborhood a great place
getting a little shorter, and hopefully a to live.
little cooler, our LCA Board has been
planning a variety of events for the
Abbe Milstein, President
neighborhood. Our 2nd Annual LCA
Movie at Tilden Woods Park was a
Police Enforcement In
success. Nurit Coombe, our social
Our Neighborhood
chair worked hard on the event and
we had a beautiful evening under the by Bruce Cooper, Public Safety Chair
and Sheri Steisel Weiss, Vice President
stars. We are looking forward to our
Last year, to increase safety and
Halloween Happening on October
ensure compliance with traffic laws,
31st. LCA Corresponding Secretary
Ed Farber and former LCA President the LCA Board voted to hire off-duty
Jordan Cooper are organizing another police officers for a trial period to
supplement the Montgomery County
fantastic Board of Education
Police Department's efforts in our
Candidate Forum this fall and all are
welcome to attend. Please let friends neighborhood. The trial period went
and family know about the event. (See very well and the Board voted and the
general membership approved
Page 1.)
continuation of off duty police
enforcement and to pursue further
Some of our LCA committee chair
strategies for road and traffic
positions have changed this year. I
improvement.
would like to welcome Sandy Laden
Rapport as our new Environmental
Chair and Bruce Cooper as our new
Safety Chair. Carin Cooper was
elected Recording Secretary and so
Rachel Manchester has stepped in as
the Greensheet Chairperson. Rebecca
Rudich will be our Planning and
Zoning Chairperson. Also, a
tremendous thank you to all the LCA
committee chairs and LCA executive
board members for their time and
commitment to our great
neighborhood.
MCPS welcomed its students back to
school on August 29th and the private
schools located within the
neighborhood began shortly after.
Please remember to look out for all
children crossing streets early in the
morning as they make their way to
school and the bus stops throughout
2

Off duty police are in our
neighborhood to respond to the
dramatic upturn in the number of
neighborhood complaints about
speeding, erratic driving, failure to
stop for school buses and failure to
obey stop signs and signs with
restricted turns. These complaints
have been coming from all three
communities inside our neighborhood
-- the Oaks, Windermere, and
Luxmanor. Neighbors fear that this
reckless driving could lead to
accidents, injuries, or worse. Since
enforcement has begun, we have seen
behavioral change and tickets issued
to traffic offenders. Off-duty officers
are in place at selected times
throughout our neighborhood,
enforcing speed limits and compliance
with traffic signs. The off-duty police
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move around to different, undisclosed
locations, in our neighborhood. This
proactive approach has enhanced the
security of our community and helps
keep us safe.
Traffic hot spots and unsafe
intersections were also identified over
the last year, but the police have been
unable to provide coverage on a
regular basis. The volume of
complaints our community made to
the police has not triggered the level
of enforcement that many of our
neighbors have requested. This
seems especially to be the case during
the morning and afternoon commuting
hours.

At the LCA General Meeting, Officer
Oliver Janney detailed the impact of
our enhanced enforcement. The offduty police continue to contribute
their observations and suggest
countermeasures that we might
consider. Information will be used to
help advocate for our community.
LCA will continue to advocate for
more on-duty police in our
neighborhood and residents have
reported seeing more police as a
result.
The off-duty police officers employed
by the LCA are able to write warnings
and issue tickets. Sometimes the
officers will be visible, and sometimes
they will not. Ignoring the signage and
speed limits just might result in a
FALL 2016
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costly traffic ticket. Warnings are
entered in the police computer system.
Tickets for speeding begin at $90 and
increase with higher speeds. For each
offense, points are added to your
license.
We strongly encourage our
community to continue to call the
police non-emergency line
301-279-8000 to report traffic
violations. Include license plates and
the make and model of cars when
available. But, that information is not
needed to make a report. If at all
possible, agree to be seen by the
police. This creates a groundswell of
complaints and gets us higher priority
for enforcement and other structural
changes. Please also continue to post
specific incidents to the Luxmanor
listserv. Listserv postings inform the
community. However, these posts
cannot replace police reports. LCA
cannot report the offenses, only
individual residents.
Please slow down and obey traffic
signs. Talk with your high schoolage children who are driving about
obeying the traffic laws and stopping
at stop signs. Please contact
safety@luxmanor.org and/or
traffic@luxmanor.org with your ideas
and suggestions to improve traffic
safety. We look forward to your help
to keep Luxmanor, Windermere, and
the Oaks safer for the children and
adults who live here.

LCA Traffic
by Jon Simon, Roads & Traffic Chair
I hope all of you had a safe and
pleasant summer. As we head into
fall, here is the status of some things
we have been working on:
FALL 2016

C

I

T

I

Z

E

N

S

A

S

S

O

C

I

A

T

I

O

N

Committee Chairs
Directory - Sharon Plotnick, lcadirectory@luxmanor.org
Environment - Sandy Laden Rapport, environment@luxmanor.org
Greensheet - Rachel Manchester, greensheet@luxmanor.org
Listserv/Website - TBD, listserv@luxmanor.org
Membership - Marilyn Hammermann, membership@luxmanor.org
Planning and Zoning - Rebecca Rudich, info@luxmanor.org
Roads and Traffic - Jonathan Simon, traffic@luxmanor.org
Safety - Bruce Cooper, safety@luxmanor.org
Schools - Nancy Delasos, schools@luxmanor.org
Special Events/ Welcome - Nurit Coombe, welcome@luxmanor.org
1) After careful study and review,
Tilden Lane was NOT selected to be
among the Montgomery County
streets approved for permanent speed
cameras. There were multiple reasons
for this, including the fact that the
average recorded speed during the
survey did not meet the
pre-established requirements and the
fact that, with limited resources, other
thoroughfares within the county
warranted the electronic surveillance
to a greater degree. This does not
mean that we cannot get "temporary"
speed controls for Tilden - especially
in or near school zones - and, in fact,
we have already put in a request for
some mobile (temporary) speed
monitoring units.
2) After some recent vandalism of
street signs in our neighborhood, a
request was placed with MCDOT to
either repair the signs or provide
new signage. If, by some chance, you
happen to see someone defacing a
street sign, applying graffiti, or any
type of "suspicious" activity by an
individual or group, please report it to
the police. In fact, if you ever come
across a public sign (speed limit sign,
stop sign, no parking sign, etc.)
PLEASE report it to the police - even
if your neighbors have already done

so. We have said this before and
cannot stress this enough - the MORE
phone calls the police receive from
our neighborhood involving
vandalism, or any other traffic / safety
issues, the MORE attention will be
paid to our neighborhood by the
police. Please use the non-emergency
number to report these
(301-279-8000) unless it is a true
emergency.
3) In the coming weeks/months we
will be looking at speed limit and
other signage in our neighborhood to
make sure the current ones are
clearly visible. Please let us know if
there are any signs you are aware of
that are either blocked by trees or
shrubbery or, for some reason,
damaged or not easily visible to
motorists or pedestrians.
4) For those of you who live on
Marcliff Road between Tuckerman
and the Tilden Holding School who
would like to get involved in a larger
discussion of whether sidewalks
should be installed on your street,
please contact Jonathan Simon,
Traffic Chair. Once we make initial
contact with most of the homes on
Marcliff, we plan to have a
3
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representative from MCDOT speak
to the residents of Marcliff about
what is entailed in building a
sidewalk for pedestrian safety. If
you live on Marcliff and are
reading this, don't wait to find out a
decision on sidewalks was made one way or the other - without your
voice being heard.
5) If you have any other trafficrelated concerns (including
still-existing potholes), please
contact the Traffic Chair at:
traffic@luxmanor.org

Fall Foliage
Foliage can present
a safety problem
in our community.
Please be considerate of
your neighbors and
trim the vegetation from
your property
off of sidewalks.

Why Term Limits -Yes
on Question B
by Paula Bienenfeld
As many of you may know this
year the issue of term limits for the
County Council members and
County Executive will be on the
ballot, as Question B.
Question B is on the ballot because
almost 18,000 registered
Montgomery County voters signed
the petition to place this issue on
the ballot. If passed, term limits
would still allow the County
Executive and the County Council
4
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members three consecutive terms of
four years each, or 12 years, to hold
the same elected office and present
and implement any programs they
want. As it stands now, for example,
we have had two county executives in
20 years.
Term limits are the law in Prince
George’s, Howard, Frederick, Anne
Arundel, St. Mary’s, Harford and
Baltimore counties and of course our
Maryland Governor, as in many other
states, is limited to two terms in office.
The Term Limits effort is nonpartisan. A look at the petition signers
showed this breakdown of the people
who signed the petition: 42% were
registered Democrats; 39% were
registered Republicans; and the
remaining 18% were unaffiliated
voters.
As a supporter of term limits I
encourage you to vote ‘Yes’ on
Question B. Here are some of the
reasons why I am supporting term
limits:
Term limits check the power of the
incumbency. As you know, an
incumbent has enormous advantages
when running. These include name
recognition, easier access to the press
and use of the bully pulpit, and easier
fund-raising. In addition, their
campaign war chests accumulate
through time so challenges from
ordinary citizens become more and
more difficult. Term limits create a
level playing field.
Term limits promote citizen
participation and a vibrant democracy.
With the implementation of term
limits, professional politicians cycle
out of power, allowing residents more
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opportunity to shape our county
government. This is critical for a
thriving democracy. Democracy was
never meant to be limited to one vote
every four years, and two minutes to
speak before an elected or appointed
body. With the implementation of term
limits the field is open for new ideas
and new approaches that bubble up
from communities and neighborhoods
rather than imposed from above.
Over one million people live in
Montgomery County, including some of
the highest skilled and best educated in
the nation. Our county is wonderfully
diverse, composed of people from all
over the globe who wanted to settle
here and raise their families. Term
limits creates an opportunity and a
catalyst to open up public office to
people who can make new and
innovative contributions that would be
welcome here.
If you agree, as I do, that now is the
time for term limits, please read more
information at
www.mocotermlimits.org, or see the
FaceBook page. If you would like to
help get the word out, please email or
contact me. Thank you!

Pepco Hearings
By Abbe Milstein
On April 19, 2016 Pepco filed an
application with the Maryland Public
Service Commission (PSC) Case No.
9418, to increase rates for its electric
distribution service by $126,784,000. If
approved by the PSC these proposed
rate increases would go into effect
retroactive to May 19, 2016. The PSC
has suspended these increases for 150
days from the May 19, 2016 date in
order to proceed with the regulatory
process of determining whether the
FALL 2016
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proposed rates are just and reasonable.
In addition to the $126.7 million
dollar rate increase request, Pepco is
also seeking a rate of return on equity
of 10.60% and Pepco proposed to
continue its Grid Resiliency Charge
(GRC) that was initially approved in
Case No. 9311. Pepco proposes to
accelerate improvement to priority
feeders and install single phase
reclosing fuse technology. Pepco is
requesting $15.8 million a year for
two years for a total of $31.6 million.
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appeal of the Maryland PSC’s merger
decision.
In Pepco’s Reliability Case No. 9240
final order issued by the PSC on
December 21, 2011 (just months
before the derecho knocked out power
to our community for nearly a week),
the PSC determined that Pepco had
been imprudent in its management of
its electric service delivery system and
fined Pepco $1 million. The PSC
found that Pepco’s reliability
performance remained stagnated in
fourth quartile or bottom half of
This rate increase request comes on
performance. The Commission
the heels of a multibillion dollar
further penalized Pepco by
merger agreement between Pepco/PHI disallowing the company to recover
and Exelon Corporation. This merger costs in their next rate case at the
was highly contested by many of the
Commission because Pepco’s poor
parties who participated in both the
conduct had resulted in unreliable
Maryland and DC venues. Recently,
service for its customers.
the DC Office of the People’s Counsel
(OPC) filed its petition in opposition
Nearly five years have passed since
to the $7.1 billion merger with the
the PSC issued a $1 million fine and
D.C. Court of Appeals and stated that additional penalties to Pepco. The
DC OPC intends to ensure the
company is now owned by Exelon and
“integrity of the legal process”. In
reliability remains stagnated in the
Maryland, the Office of the Attorney
bottom half of performance when
General, Brian Frosh also filed an
measured by reliability indices.
Hundreds of millions of dollars have
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been collected from ratepayers over
the past years. Pepco’s shareholders
and executives received a billion
dollar plus payout as a result of the
merger. Now Pepco/Exelon is trying
to ask the PSC to raise rates and
collect millions more. More than
12,000 of Pepco’s Maryland
customers were without power just a
few weeks ago from a thunderstorm
and the promised reliability of five
years ago continues to elude Pepco’s
ratepayers.
On Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at
6:30 p.m., the Maryland Public
Service Commission held public
hearings on Pepco’s latest rate
increase request at the Montgomery
County Executive Office Building in
Rockville. Written comments will be
accepted until Friday, October 6,
2016. The comments should be
addressed to David J. Collins,
Executive Secretary, Maryland Public
Service Commission, William Donald
Schaefer Tower, 6 St. Paul Street, 16th
Floor, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 and
should reference “CASE NO. 9418”.

ARE YOU MISSING SOMETHING....BY NOT BEING ON THE LISTSERV?
Take This Quick Quiz!
Which of the following announcements appeared on the Luxmanor Listserv in recent months?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Answer:

FALL 2016

Missing Package Alert
Neighborhood “Amateur Rocket Launch” for kids (and adults)
Suspicious car following children getting off the school bus
FREE Movies at Montgomery Mall
Suspicious person ringing doorbells
Passing of a long-time Luxmanor resident
Notice of meeting to discuss Master Plan involving new construction at Grosvenor Metro
Vandalism of cars in a Luxmanor homeowner’s driveway
Suggestions for improving the listserv
ALL OF THEM! If you’re not on the Luxmanor Listserv…..you and your family are missing out.
Contact: listserv@luxmanor.org and we’ll help you get connected.
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Why Are There People In
Our Creek?
by Eric Manchester
Did you know that the creek which
runs through Luxmanor is part of Old
Farm Creek? It is contained within the
Cabin John Creek watershed. The
Montgomery County Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) has
responsibility for monitoring and
restoring the watershed. They monitor
the watershed’s ecology and the
physical condition of the creeks and
streams.
Since August 22nd you may have seen
people walking and climbing in the
creeks. They are not engaging in fun
and games, but rather are part of a
new assessment of Old Farm Creek.
The work will be going from now
until next spring. The DEP does not
have a schedule they can currently
provide of when they will be at which
section of the creek. The sections
being assessed are near the following
roads:
• Danville Drive
• Danville Court
• Ibsen Drive
• Tall Tree Terrace
• Stonewood Lane
• Sulky Lane
• Parkedge Drive
In 2017, they will begin a project to
restore the creek running behind
Neilwood Drive. The erosion control
in this area has deteriorated and has
caused a number of trees to fall in
addition to other damage.
The project will use modern
techniques to:
minimize disturbance to existing
mature trees
improve aquatic and fish habitat
6
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improve water quality
stabilize the beds and banks
reforest stream banks
The project is currently scheduled to
start in the Winter of 2017, having
been delayed from the Spring of 2016.

2017 LCA Directory
The directory will be
printed and distributed
by the end of 2016.
Please contact Sharon
Plotnick, the LCA Directory
Chairperson at
lcadirectory@luxmanor.org
by November 30th if you
would like to make changes
to your information.
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is very concerned with pipeline failure
and the company has been
implementing a number of measures
to help reduce the risk of pipeline
failures.
The large prestressed concrete
cylinder pipes (PCCP) mains that run
through our neighborhood along
Tilden Lane are comprised of a
concrete core layer surrounded by a
steel cylinder, more high stress
concrete and that is covered in prestressed wires and then there is an
additional coating surrounding the
wires. The reason the prestressed
wires were installed was to handle the
large volume of water at high
pressure. Normally pressure runs
from 70 – 100 PSI at any given time
depending on any given water event.

Discussing the WSSC
Pipeline

PCCP is no longer installed. The
pipes proved to be unreliable and have
by Sheri Steisel Weiss, Vice President limited lifespans, but this is what we
In April of this year, President Abbe
currently have in our system from the
Milstein, Tilden Lane resident Tom
1970’s and 1980’s when PCCP was
McLachlen and I sat down to discuss “typical” in the industry. These pipes
our neighborhood Washington
were subject to failure over time
Suburban Sanitary Commission
which is why they no longer use the
(WSSC) infrastructure concerns with PCCP pipeline. The manufacturer
WSSC at their headquarters in Laurel, claimed that the PCCP pipes would
Maryland. We met with Jim Neufeld last 50 – 100 years, but WSSC found
Director, Communications &
that the PCCP pipelines have failed at
Community Relations; Calvin D. Farr, a much younger age.
Jr. P.E., Group Leader Utility
Management Group; Joseph P.
Mantua, Deputy General Manager for
Operations, responsible for production
plants and treatment facilities and
engineering and construction and
WSSC has a goal of inspecting 18
Muhammad Tak, Condition
miles of PCCP a year. Mains need to
Assessment Unit Coordinator (Water), be shut down during this inspection
Utility Management Group.
process and mains need to be shut
Calvin Farr discussed the WSSC
down for a period of 6 to 8 months
pipeline failures that have occurred
during this process.
over time in our community. WSSC
FALL 2016
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WSSC showed us a map of Tilden
Lane and the locations of the two
water mains that run underneath the
road. The mains had a series of
multiple red dots on the main lines.
Red dots on the lines indicate at least
1 water main break “event”.
According to WSSC, many wires
must be broken around a pipe before it
is counted as an “event”.
There are several red dots indicated on
the line in front of the Luxmanor
School near Roseland as well as along
Tilden lane. The last time the WSSC
conducted a full inspection of the 72”
and 66” mains (constructed in the mid
1960’s) in the neighborhood was a
few years ago and both of those mains
are scheduled for a full inspection in
2017. The 46” main (constructed
from 1958 – 1959) was last inspected
in 2011 and it will also be due for
inspection in 2017. These mains will
need be taken down for 6 to 8 months
and WSSC has to make sure there is
enough redundancy in the system to
accommodate for these shut downs.

C

I

T

I

Z

E

N

S

A

O

C

I

A

T

I

O

N

Daniel Kunitz, who grew up here in
Luxmanor, has written a book titled
Lift: Fitness Culture, from Naked
Greeks and Acrobats to Jazzercise and
Ninja Warriors. The book is published
by Harpers and available through
Amazon.com. Daniel is an avid
We would like to extend our
CrossFitter and weightlifter. His
condolences to the family of Dr.
family still lives here in our
Daniel Farber of Rosemont Drive,
community and Daniel will be back in
who passed away, unexpectedly, at his town for the Washington Press Club
home on June 27, 2016.
National Book Fair on November 18.
We would like to extend our
condolences to the family of Grace
Evans, who passed away on June 23,
2016. She was a long time resident of
Luxmanor who lived in a copy of the
Frank Lloyd Wright house at 6107
Roseland Drive.

Are you receiving

The Luxline,
Luxmanor's monthly online
neighborhood newsletter?
If not please send a request to

FALL 2016
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Art and their 5 children lived on
Parkedge and then Luxmanor Road.
Carole Hanley passed away on
Saturday July 23, 2016. Her husband,
Arthur passed away May 11, 2016.
Art was a past treasurer of the LCA.

WSSC discussed the high risk and
info@luxmanor.org
costs involved should one of these
pipes fail in the neighborhood and the
Advertisement opportunities
impact a substantial break would have
on the properties in the neighborhood. for neighbors and beyond will
This would have a “high cost risk”
be opening up this Fall.
due to the lines proximity to neighbors
and schools. WSSC also discussed
the “probability” of failure which was
Celebrating Successes
described as fairly low. WSSC
Congratulations to the Friedman
marries these two assessments in
Family on the March marriage of
prioritizing its pipe replacement
Brandon Friedman to Samantha
program.
Schenker, who is a kindergarten
teacher at Garrett Park.
Condolences
The LCA would like to extend our
condolences to the Hanley family,
long time residents of Luxmanor, on
the passing of Carole and Art. Carole,

S

Congratulations to the faculty, staff
and students at Walter Johnson High
School for being ranked #72 on
Newsweek’s list of the Nation’s Top
500 Public High Schools. This is a
huge improvement from its ranking
last year of 395. Newsweek ranked the
schools based on standard test scores,
graduation rates and the number of
graduates attending college.

Halloween Happening
October 31st
We are looking forward to
holding another Community
Celebration on Halloween.
Plans are in the works for
food, beverages and
neighborhood fun.
Check the webpage for
details on where and when
we will be gathering.

Congratulations to the Friedman
Family on the 1st anniversary of
Samantha and Nate Kupferman’s
wedding.
7
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Upcoming 2016 Events
General Membership Meeting
Thursday, October 13th

Trinity Lutheran Church

7:00pm

BoE Candidates Forum
Tuesday, October 25th

Trinity Lutheran Church

7:00pm

LCA General Board Meeting
Monday, November 7th

Trinity Lutheran Church

7:15pm

LCA General Board Meeting
Monday, December 5th

Trinity Lutheran Church

7:15pm
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