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Board of Education Forum

Dear Neighbors,

ListServ Update

Our November LuxLine edition wishes all of our neighbors
a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. Our neighborhood
leaves are turning their gorgeous shades of color and we
are experiencing the brightest moon in 70 years. It is a
great time of year to get outside and enjoy all the natural
beauty our neighborhood has to offer.

White Flint Implementation
WMATA Proposes Cut Metro
Service
WSSC Meeting
Trafﬁc Report

The LuxLine ad window is now open and we will be
accepting ads that will begin to run in December. If you
would like to advertise your business, please visit LuxLine
Ads to create your message.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------Our neighbors and their businesses are advertised to the
right of our articles, and their ads help to directly support
LCA. We thank them for their contributions and want to
invite any of you who might have an interest in advertising
your business to join them on the pages of LuxLine.
Luxmanor Citizens Association
PO Box 34306 Bethesda, MD 20827
info@luxmanor.org
Board of Directors
Officers
Abbe Milstein, President
Sheri SteiselWeiss, Vice President
Edward Farber, Corresponding Secretary

LCA Halloween Night
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Board of Education Voter Forum
On October 25, LCA with several co-sponsors hosted a
forum for candidates running for the
Montgomery County Board of Education. We will be
choosing among 6 candidates for the 3 contested
seats on the Board in the non-partisan election. The Board
of Education budget is $2.5 billion a year, half
of the entire county budget.
Four candidates and a representative attended our forum,
introduced by Abbe Milstein and moderated
by Jordan Cooper. Opening statements were followed by a
round robin format with each candidate
meeting with smaller groups of our neighbors for about 10
minutes before moving on to another group.
The evening concluded with Jordan posing debate style
questions to the candidates in a larger setting.
Jeanette Dixon and Phil Kaufman, running for the at-large
seat, clearly presented different perspectives.
Mr. Kaufman, the incumbent supported the collocation of
Tilden and Rock Terrace. Ms. Dixon, a former
principal who has been walking our neighborhood and
speaking with residents, spoke of the impact of
overcrowding in the WJ cluster on student development.
Shebra Evans and Anjali Reed Phukan from District 4 are
contesting an open seat. Evans spoke of
establishing equity in schools across the county and
Phukan focused on ﬁnancial accountability from the
school system.
Brandon Rippeon and Rebecca Smondrowski are
contesting the seat in District 2. Both had agreed to
attend our forum. Ms. Smondrowski, the incumbent,
declined a few days before the event and was
represented by Michael Durso, the current chair of the
board. Mr. Rippeon, texted me at the beginning
of the event to say he was busy and would not make it.
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Thank you to Sherri Steisel, Carin Cooper and Sharon
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Plotnik for moderating our informative and
challenging group discussions. Please see the article in
Bethesda Now for more information at
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http://www.bethesdamagazine.com/Bethesda-Beat/Web2016/School-Overcrowding- DominatesDiscussion-at- Candidates-Forum/ Several of the
candidates wrote that our forum was the most
challenging and informative event they attended during
their campaigns. For neighborhood opinions on
which candidates may better support the needs of our
neighborhood, please feel free to contact me or
any of the other event moderators. Get out and vote!
Ed Farber
LCA Corresponding Secretary
Timeshare units at Streamside
in Vail from 12/16-12/30.
Sleeping 6-10. Contact me
directly for more information,
Steve Miller, (301) 8960430, steve@sbmiller.com.
Tutoring all high
school/college physics/math
subjects &
SAT/ACT/GRE/MCAT. BA
Math/Physics, Cornell, MS
Physics, UC San Diego.
Robert Schwartz,
RMaxSchwartz@gmail.com;
240-328-2133
My daughter Olivia is available
to babysit and help with
homework afternoons or
evenings.
Contact Tara Tetrault at 301807-9248 or
tara.tetrault@montgomerycoll
ege.edu
________________________
Spanish native speaker
available for tutoring ALL
levels. I currently teach AP
and level 5 Honors at
Whitman.
Fabikast@hotmail.com
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(301) 675-2604
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Fabiola Katz
________________________
Tickets available (excellent
seats!) for plays at theaters in
MD, DC, NYC, and summer
festivals. Please contact
Nancy Feldman. 301-5301355 (C) or 301-938-9743;
njfeldman@verizon.net for
information.
________________________
Danielle Moss, 18, babysitter
with experience &
transportation, JuneSeptember. Available in
Rockville, Bethesda, Dewey,
Rehoboth, and
Bethany. mail@daniellemoss.c
om; 240-3937403; http://luxmanorlistserv.or
g/listserv/babysitter-availableat-beach-or-here

Ed Farber
Corresponding Secretary, LCA

ListServ Update
In addition to our current LCA listserv, we now have 3
additional platforms up and running for communication
within the neighborhood:
Nextdoor Neighbors
Facebook
Google Groups
Please feel free to post to these groups in addition to our
current listserv. We are trying to gauge the effectiveness of
these various platforms.
Sign up information is available here:
Nextdoor
https://nextdoor.com/invite/dbhtzpxsefzqtrusbgze
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php
Google
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/greater-luxmanor
If you still haven't signed up for the LCA list please email
info@luxmanor.org.

Subscribe

Share
Past Issues
White Flint Implementation Update
Work will start this week on the ﬁrst phase of the White
Flint West Workaround transportation project, an effort
designed to create a pedestrian-friendly community where
residents and visitors can walk to work, shops and transit.
During this phase, the portion of Executive Boulevard
adjacent to the Montgomery County Conference Center
will be realigned and a component of the new Market/Main
Street will be constructed. These new transportation
improvements will help reconﬁgure the mobility system in
White Flint by transforming the existing super blocks into
smaller, more walkable streets.
Additionally, the existing surface parking lot at the
Conference Center will be converted into a new structured
parking garage. Designed to house approximately 650
spaces, the garage will be six stories tall and accessible
from both Executive Boulevard and Market Street. The
garage will also contain a weather-protected walkway from
the 3rd ﬂoor of the garage directly into the facility’s
ballroom level.
During the 12- to 15-month construction period, there will
be no on-site parking at the Conference Center. Patrons
will be directed to park at a satellite parking lot at 61206130 Executive Boulevard, a ﬁve minute ride from the
Center. Guests will be transported on a scheduled basis
utilizing 35-passenger shuttles. Satellite parking will be
clearly marked with “Bethesda North Conference Center”
signs, and guests will be driven to the main entrance of
the facility at Executive Boulevard and Marinelli Road.
Please do not park at the Kennedy Shriver Aquatic
Center, as this parking is designated for swim center
patrons. Violators will be ticketed.
Many stakeholders, including you as White Flint
Implementation Committee members, have invested a
great deal of time and effort into the transformation of the
White Flint community, for which this project is critical. For
more information, visit: www.pikedistrict.org/future.
Dee Metz
County Executive's Ofﬁce
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WMATA Proposals to Cut Metro Service
On Thursday, November 3, 2016 Friends of White Flint, a
group of developers, community groups and county
government ofﬁcials, held a meeting to discuss the
proposed WMATA budget cuts, the impact on the White
Flint Metro and whether Friends of White Flint should be
doing anything about the proposed changes to WMATA.
The purpose of the meeting was to decide whether the
group would make any proposals, and what those
proposals would entail.
Amy Ginsburg, Executive Director of Friends of White
Flint, discussed the most recent service changes
proposed by WMATA to the White Flint station. During her
discussion, Amy stated that for now, the only proposed
service changes to the White Flint station would be an
increase during peak hours of trains running from every 6
minutes to every 8 minutes, and a non-peak change of
trains running from every 6 -15 minutes, to trains running
every 15 minutes.
Although there had been earlier discussion about
proposed station shut-downs during non-peak hours,
those proposals, for the time being, have not be included
in the most recent budget cut proposals. The group
discussed the budget gap of more than $250 million and
that WMATA has proposed increasing the subsidy from
each of the jurisdictions served by WMATA; DC, Maryland
and Virginia contributing $100 million each to make up the
shortfall. $115 million of the gap is due to system growth,
$100 million is the cost of preventive maintenance and
$59 million is due to a decline in ridership. This is the
budget gap metro is attempting to close with the service
cuts.
One participant suggested that the group reinforce that
any shut-down of service to the White Flint station during
off-peak hours would be unacceptable. Several
participants expressed concern that metro would raise the
proposal of shutting down the White Flint station in the
future, even though that proposal does not currently
appear as an alternative. Many in the group felt that this
concern should be addressed in a proactive manner.
Another participant suggested approaching our elected
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ofﬁcials with our concerns about service cuts and their
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impact on White Flint station. Residents, businesses and
owners of the development within the White Flint plan
should all be addressing the issue together because the
vitality of the newly developing area is heavily dependent
on the idea that the White Flint station will be servicing all
the development currently under construction in the area.
The concept behind the development around the metro
station is that people will be using mass transit as
opposed to their cars. If service to the metro station is
reduced, or potentially cut, this undermines the idea of
White Flint being a mass transit-oriented community.
Amy Ginsburg proposed drafting a letter from the group
that all participants would be able to bring back to their
respective communities to edit. Ginsburg also requested
that all participants submit a statement as to what kind of
economic impact a reduction in service at the White Flint
station would have on our respective communities.
Below is link that addresses the safety and ﬁnancial issues
confronting WMATA:
http://www.wmata.com/about_metro/general_manager/gm
_plan.cfm
At our November LCA Board meeting, the Board reviewed
the Friends of White Flint Letter and used it as a template
to draft a letter from our community with the intention of
distributing the letter to WMATA and other government
agencies.
Abbe Milstein
President, LCA

WSSC Meeting
On October 24, 2016 Abbe Milstein, President, LCA, Sheri
Steisel Weiss, Vice President LCA, Eric Manchester, Ibsen
Drive, Jim Neustadt, Director Communications and
Community Relations, Muhammad Tak, Condition
Assessment Unit Coordinator (Water) and Joseph Mantua,
PE, Deputy General Manager for Operations and I met to
discuss two issues, the pre-stressed concrete cylinder
pipe (PCCP) evaluation program about to begin in January
or February of 2017 and the Old Farm Creek Stream
Restoration.
PCCP Inspections
Joseph Mantua explained that of the three major water
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mains running through Luxmanor, the 48” main is
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scheduled for inspection this ﬁscal year 2017 ( July 1,
2016 through next June, 2017.) This is the longest of the 3
mains, running the entire length of Tilden Lane. This line
was last inspected in 2011. Depending on other
circumstances such as emergencies or other projects,
inspection can be delayed. Muhammed Tak explained
that when we met last, WSSC was scheduled to inspect all
three of the mains in the neighborhood, but as of the last
evaluation performed by WSSC, only the 48” main is now
scheduled for inspection this ﬁscal year. The 72” and 66”
water mains, last inspected in 2013, are now scheduled
for inspection in FY’18.
Jim Neustadt explained that when the inspection work
begins on the 48” main, the community at large will not be
impacted by the inspection. Muhammed Tak walked us
through the PCCP inspection sequence that WSSC will be
conducting. WSSC closes the sideline valves and all the
exits so they can run their “SmartBall” leak detection
inspection. This involves inserting a robot in on one end
of the pipe and catching it on the other end. It runs
through the pipeline and “listens” for leaks in the system.
If the pipe is leaking, it can record the leak and its
intensity.
Once WSSC determines the location of the leaks, WSSC
can come in and repair the leaks in time to prevent a more
serious situation. If there are any issues with this process,
WSSC evaluates whether there will be any impact on the
neighborhood many years ahead and installs a
redundancy main (looping). When the 48” main is shut
down for inspection, redundancy lines within the system
will continue to be open so homes, schools and ﬁre
hydrants will continue to be supplied with water.
Inspections will not require any excavation of the site. The
valves to access the pipes are located in wooded areas
and the SmartBall leak detection inspection process
should take about a day. WSSC’s access points may be
located along private property.
WSSC acknowledge that when the inspection process is
about to begin, they will notify the neighbors that are
impacted.
Once the SmartBall inspection is complete, WSSC drains
the pipeline and removes the AFO (Acoustic Fiber Optic)
Cable and then WSSC starts the Electromagnetic Robotic
inspection. Crews will go inside the pipeline and send a
robot that is designed to roll on 4 wheels and travel inside
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the pipeline to identify any wire breaks or damage. When
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WSSC begins this process they will communicate with the
affected property owners that this work will be conducted
on their property. Data analysis and pipe identiﬁcation will
be conducted and WSSC will come up with a list of pipes
that need repair. There are 979 pipe segments located
along 2.75 miles of the 48” main. The last time WSSC
inspected this main, in FY ‘11, approximately 0.51% of the
pipes needed repair. Typically, 1.5% – 2% of the pipes
need repair, but the last time the 72” and 66” mains were
inspected, in 2013, almost 7% of the 72” pipe and more
than 4% of the 66” pipe needed repairs.
Two methods are used to repair damaged pipe segments,
depending on the location of the segment. Carbon Fiber
Repairs are performed from the inside of the pipe and
would not require trenches. If the repair needs to be a full
segment or the segment that needs to be replaced is not
safely accessible from inside the main, there will be a full
trench dug and construction will need to take place. The
typical duration for this inspection and repair sequence is
6 months.
WSSC proposed holding a meeting with the community to
explain the pipe repair process and to provide data and
communication with the residents of the community. We
discussed holding a brieﬁng for the community sometime
in April, 2017.
Old Farm Creek Restoration
Old Farm Creek erosion issues were also discussed since
WSSC’s sewer lines run along the creek and the erosion
issues along the creek are signiﬁcant. Montgomery
County Department of Environment Protection was
notiﬁed on multiple occasions about WSSC’s sewer smells
near and around the creek. Also, the rip rap along the
creek is beginning to deteriorate and the erosion damage
is getting worse. The concern is that something needs to
be done to proactively address the sewer lines from being
destroyed. DEP is on a 5 -10 year plan to address the
environmental concerns. The Old Farm Creek restoration
behind Neilwood Drive continues to be pushed off since
the repairs are contingent on receiving the Army Corps of
Engineers permit. This situation is expected to get worse
as the creek receives more stormwater runoff from
increasingly severe storms and the increased construction
and loss of permeable land along Executive Blvd and
Rockville Pike.
Also, the bridge connecting Danville Drive near Ibsen
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Drive has eroded and MCDOT will need to tear up the
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bridge and repair the damage. WSSC’s sewer pipes run
along the bridge and there are concerns that DEP work
with WSSC to proactively address these concerns. Fixing
and extending existing rip rap would be recommended to
protect the WSSC sewer line infrastructure.
Sandy Laden
Environmental Co-Chair, LCA

Trafﬁc Report
As may have previously been reported, our request for
speed cameras on Tilden Lane has, at least for the
immediate future, been deferred. Although Tilden was on
the list for consideration and was evaluated by the county,
compared to other county thoroughfares requesting similar
trafﬁc control devices,Tilden's situation did not meet the
established criteria and the trafﬁc/speeding issue was not
deemed to be as severe as that encountered by many
other streets clamoring for cameras. However, as the
result of our continued outspoken safety concerns, we
were recently granted the temporary use of a trafﬁc
monitoring device near Luxmanor Elementary. This
device served both to slow trafﬁc down as well as to
capture trafﬁc information that could be evaluated and
used on our behalf in the future.
Our next major neighborhood focus will be a discussion
among Marcliff Road neighbors (and with a representative
of MCDOT) about the possibility of sidewalks along
Marcliff. If you live along Marcliff Road - between
Tuckerman and Cushman - regardless of your opinion
- we urge you to contact the LCA trafﬁc chairman or your
Marcliff neighbor, Sandy Friedman
sandra.friedman@verizon.net, who will be heading up the
outreach effort for discussion for potential Marcliff
sidewalks. A meeting date will be announced shortly and
it is critical that you are well-informed before any voting or
decision takes place.
Your LCA Trafﬁc Chairman would also like to remind you
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to continue to be on the lookout for any potholes - even
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those that may have previously been reported and not yet
ﬁlled. If and when you report these pot holes, clearly
specify their location by using the closest house
number(s). Please bear in mind that, while we recognize
many streets in the neighborhood are in poor shape and in
need of complete resurfacing, those are long-term issues.
Street surface conditions are being constantly monitored
by the county and resurfacing is prioritized by the severity
of pavement conditions as well as annual budget
limitations. Pot holes are addressed more quickly using a
different budgetary source.

Last but not least, if you have any concerns about the
visibility, placement or condition of any road signage
(speed, stop signs or otherwise), or any other trafﬁcrelated matters, please feel free to report them.

LCA Halloween Night
HAPPY HALLOWEEN
WOW, we had another great Halloween in Luxmanor.
LCA extends a big thanks to all the neighbors for putting
out pumpkins, ﬂying witches, ghosts and goblins and
inviting all the kids for Trick-or-Treating to their homes.
There were so many incredible costumes and the little
kids were just adorable.
We would also like to offer a great big Luxmanor thanks to
the Albina Family for hosting our Halloween Fest. The
Albina’s were both gracious and extremely spooky. They
served hotdogs and bottled water to everyone stopping by.
And stop they did. The Albina home was decorated to
compete with a scary movie set from Hollywood. WOW.
Thanks to everyone who made Halloween Night a
success.
Nurit Coombe
LCA Chair, Social Events
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