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Dear Neighbors,

Spring rains, then pours, then pours some more! First,

April showers brought May flowers, then May showers

brought some flooding. Maybe all that rain was just

nature's way of smiling on our gardens. Speaking of

gardening, if you are trying to decide what to plant, you

might enjoy Rodale's Organic Life website or UMD

Extension's Planting Dates for Vegetables. If you are
looking for some educational fun this spring, check
out Butterflies + Plants: Partners in Evolution or World
Ocean Day at the Smithsonian's Natural History Museum.
Or if you just want to relax, listen to music, have a drink,
and get a bite to eat, check out Jazz in the Garden at the
National Gallery of Art's Sculpture Garden Pavilion Cafe. 

In this edition, we bring you information about the May

Membership meeting this Thursday, 5/19/16, the proposed

Bylaw revisions, the Paul and Celine Silver Memorial 5K, a

letter from Abbe Milstein to our County Representatives

regarding development in our community, an update on

the White Flint Sector Plan, pictures from Books and

Brunch, and the winner of the LCA BOWA Dumpster Day

contest. 

As always, we would like to encourage you to become
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involved in the Association in an area of interest. Contact
information is on the website. Or email us, and we'll be
glad to put you in touch with the committee of your choice. 

Please feel free to contact LuxLine to share articles or
feedback. If you would like to see an article on a topic not
covered, or wish to contribute an article on an area of
interest to the community, please let us know. Your input is
encouraged and welcomed.  

Best regards, 
Lis 

Lisbeth Herer, Chair, Electronic Communications 
listserv@luxmanor.org 

Our neighbors and their businesses are advertised to the
right of our articles, and their ads help to directly support
LCA. We thank them for their contributions and want to
invite any of you who might have an interest in advertising
your business to join them on the pages of LuxLine.   

Luxmanor Citizens Association 
PO Box 34306 Bethesda, MD 20827 
info@luxmanor.org 
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Lisbeth Herer, Chair Electronic Communications
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General Membership Meeting 

This Thursday 5/19 at 7:15 p.m. at Trinity

Lutheran Church, our Association is

holding its May General Membership

Meeting and Election of our Board

Officers. The Association will be voting on several

proposed bylaws changes. All proposed changes

and a summary of the proposed changes can be

found on the main home page of the LCA's

website: http://www.luxmanor.org 

Hope to see everyone on Thursday evening. 

Abbe Milstein 

President, LCA 

 

Proposed Bylaw Revisions 

Dear Members: 

At the May 19 General Meeting, the Board will introduce a

number of proposed bylaws revisions for vote by the

membership. The revisions are the product of a line-by-

line review of the current bylaws conducted by the bylaws

revision committee. The committee has made dozens of

modernizing, grammatical, procedural and consistency

changes and you may see all of these wordsmithing

changes in the track changes copy of the proposed bylaws

that are linked. (A clean copy of the proposed bylaws is

also linked.) However, at the meeting, you will only be

asked to vote on the substantive changes summarized

below. Even so, if anyone believes that any of the other

changes appearing in the track changes version of the

proposed bylaws are in error or rise to the level of a

substantive change requiring a membership vote, please

bring them to our attention. The bylaws revision committee

will consider all such comments before the General



Meeting, needed changes will be made, and, where

appropriate, the matter will be included in the list of

substantive matters requiring a vote. Notice of the bylaws

committee proposed revisions was posted in accordance

with the bylaws to the website. Please note that website

publication is specified by the current rules. 

Email Communication. In almost all cases where

communication to the membership is required, the

proposed bylaw revisions make clear that email

communication is sufficient. However, where a member

does not have an active email address known to the

Association, notices may be sent by mail.

Dues. Under the proposed bylaw revisions, membership

dues are set at $25.00 per year (down from the current

$40.00). The Board on its own initiative may reduce dues

further. However, the membership must approve any

increase in dues over $25.00. 

Greensheet. Consistent with current practice, the

proposed bylaw revisions specify that hard copy issues of

the Greensheet will be mailed twice a year, with delivery to

occur no later than ten days prior to the two General

Meetings. However, Greensheet recipients may opt to

receive electronically- transmitted editions of the

Greensheet. In addition, the Board may authorize

additional Greensheet editions to be transmitted by mail or

email. 

Trustees. The Board currently consists of all five officers,

three Trustees and eleven Committee Chairs. Except for

Trustees, all Board members have specific responsibilities.

Trustees, however, serve only for the purpose of providing

advice. In the interest of reducing the size of the Board

while preserving the voting role of all Committee Chairs

and officers, the proposed bylaw revisions specify that all

Trustee positions (including the one to be voted on at the

forthcoming General Meeting) will be eliminated in two

years. 

Executive Committee. When the need arises, the

proposed bylaw revisions make clear that the executive

committee (i.e., the five officers), without the need for a

My daughter Olivia is available
to babysit and help with
homework afternoons or
evenings. 

Contact Tara Tetrault at 301-
807-9248 or 
tara.tetrault@montgomerycoll
ege.edu 

________________________ 

Spanish native speaker
available for tutoring ALL
levels. I currently teach AP
and level 5 Honors at
Whitman. 
Fabikast@hotmail.com 
(301) 675-2604 
Fabiola Katz 

________________________ 

 



meeting of the full board, is authorized to make
expenditures that are consistent with the budget. 

Board Meetings. The proposed bylaw revisions make clear
that Board meetings may, but need not, occur monthly. In
this vain, it is contemplated that Board meetings will occur
every other month between September and June. 

Small Expenditures over Budget. In the interest of
avoiding full membership meetings when the need for
small expenditures exceeding budgeted amounts arise,
the proposed bylaw revisions authorize the Board, on its
own initiative, to make expenditures of up to $1,000
beyond budgeted amounts via meeting, conference call or
email. Unbudgeted expenditures between $1,001 and
$2,500 may be made in a similar manner but only after
soliciting the views of the membership via email.
Unbudgeted amount of $2,501 or more require the vote of
the membership. 

Checks. The proposed bylaw revisions expressly
authorize the vice-president to sign checks. 

Indemnification. The proposed bylaw revisions contain a
new indemnification section (Section X), in which officers,
trustees and committee chairs are indemnified for their
work on behalf of the Association. 

Floor Nominations. Nominations for office may be made
from the floor at the May meeting. However, this past
election (May 2015), members were allowed to cast
ballots in advance of the actual vote, thereby precluding
such persons from considering any nominations made
from the floor. The proposed bylaw revisions address this
procedural unfairness. Thus, where the nominating
committee is advised 48 hours in advance of a planned
nomination from the floor, voting will not take place until
the floor nomination is made. Otherwise, ballots may be
cast in advance. 

Committee Chairs. The proposed bylaw revisions make
clear that committee chairs are responsible for reports,
Luxline articles and, after consulting with the president,



website updates, as appropriate.  

http://luxmanor.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/05/BylawsLuxmanorRedlineVersion

4.pdf?189db0 

http://luxmanor.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/05/BylawsLuxmanor-

RevisedClean3-1.pdf?189db0 

Abbe Milstein and Jerome Ostrov 

 

Letter to Isiah Leggett, the MC County Council, the MC

Planning Board, the MC Board of Education, and the Save

Westbard Community 

The following letter was submitted to elected and

appointed Montgomery County officials in advance of the

hearing held at the County Council on the Westbard

development in Bethesda.  The LCA Board deemed it

important to address several issues including

overcrowding at our schools and  impact on infrastructure

and our environment.  County Council President Nancy

Floreen's reply letter follows.  Also attached are two

articles that address the 9 to 0 Council approval of the

Westbard Plan. 

April 29, 2016 

  

County Executive Isiah Leggett, Montgomery County 

County Council, Montgomery County 

Casey Anderson, Chair, Montgomery County Planning
Board 

Montgomery County Board of Education 

Save Westbard Community 

  

Dear Montgomery County Elected and Appointed

Representatives: 

  

I write to you today on behalf of the Luxmanor Citizens



Association to express our concerns with Montgomery
County continuing to approve new residential development
in our area even though our public schools are already
much too large and overcrowded.  We have been following
the progression of these projects and expressing our
concerns at various public meetings hosted by the
Montgomery County Planning Department, the
Montgomery County Public Schools, and the Board of
Education.  We also have watched with interest as the
County prepares to move ahead with a proposed
Westbard Sector Plan despite overwhelming opposition
from the residents in that area.  We too are dismayed by
the County’s irresponsible development plans. 
  
Founded in 1938, the LCA serves the residential
neighborhoods of Luxmanor, Windermere and The Oaks,
an area bounded roughly by 1-270, Old Georgetown
Road, Montrose Road, and Tilden Park.  Our communities
include over 800 households and more than 2,000
citizens.  Many of our children attend Luxmanor
Elementary School, Tilden Middle School, and Walter
Johnson High School.  And our citizens vote; voter turnout
at our precinct is consistently among the highest in the
county.  

Our community has always been comfortably suburban. 
Families in our neighborhood have paid premium prices to
live primarily in detached single-family homes on quiet
streets under a leafy, tree-covered canopy where our
children can attend world-class public schools.  And we’d
like it to stay that way. 
  
Recently, however, it seems that our elected
representatives and various developers appear to want to
take all of that away from us.  Against our will, these
forces have apparently decided that our area should be
more urban.  Developers and the planning board are
planning multiple projects that will add high-density
residential units, including high-rises that our school
system, our utilities, and our transportation infrastructure
cannot handle.  These projects, which are in various
stages of planning and development, include the WMAL
property, a new Master Plan for the Rock Spring area, a



new sector plan for White Flint II, and new apartments or
condominiums at the Wildwood Medical Center site, just to
name a few.  
  
Just as it is apparently doing in Westbard, the County
seems intent on moving forward with all of these projects
despite considerable opposition from the citizens who will
be most directly affected.  At numerous public meetings,
our citizens and those of neighboring communities have
expressed their resistance to these changes, focusing
mostly on the effect they will have on our schools and
traffic. 
  
The situation in our schools is dire.  A comprehensive
study commissioned by the Maryland State Department of
Education examined the impact of school size on student
achievement and made several important
recommendations. Among other things, it noted that
academic research suggests “that very large schools are
inefficient in terms of operating costs and in producing
higher student outcomes.” It also discovered that “smaller
school settings may serve to facilitate improved student
outcomes by providing an environment that is conducive
to learning . . . .” The MSDE-commissioned research also
found that “Maryland-specific data suggests that there is a
small but statistically significant relationship between
smaller schools and higher student achievement on state
assessments.” 
  
In light of these and other findings, the report
recommended maximum enrollment limits of 700 students
for elementary schools, 900 students for middle schools,
and 1,700 students for high schools, because, above
those limits, “economic efficiency and effectiveness began
to decrease.” The Montgomery County Board of Education
appears to recognize these realities, as it has set its own
guidelines for school size (though they exceed the
recommendations in the MSDE-commissioned report). 
Montgomery County Board of Education Policy
recommends elementary schools have approximately 300-
750 students, middle schools have 600-1,200 students,
and high schools have 1,000-2,000 students.   
  



And yet, not even factoring in future enrollment growth,

many of the schools in our cluster already exceed these

guidelines.  For example, Walter Johnson High School

currently has 2,290 students, and Ashburton Elementary

School has a ridiculous 907 students. Indeed, Ashburton

only has enough space for these children because it is

currently using a farcical number of portable classroom

units.  At such levels, our children lose the personal

attention they need and deserve.  

  

Indeed, these enrollment numbers are straining the

physical capacity of our schools.  The Walter Johnson

cluster was at 119.8% of capacity this year, a rather

suspicious figure, given that 120% triggers a building

moratorium in the area.  That number is set to drop to

111% only because the County has funded phantom

classrooms that are not currently being built.   In any

event, the County still deems such levels “High

Inadequate” under its subdivision staging policy. 

  

But the situation is only getting worse.  Each of the

schools in our cluster is set to experience significant

growth in enrollment over the next 5-10 years, growth that

they do not have the capacity to handle.  For example,

Walter Johnson is projected by MCPS to grow to 2,865

enrolled students by the 2021-2022 school year, 530

students (or over 22%) beyond its projected physical

capacity.  Tilden Middle School is projected to surpass

1,000 students sometime in 2019, and is only projected to

have enough space starting in the 2020-2021 school year

because MCPS is counting on a new building that it

doesn’t even have solid plans for yet. The situation here is

so critical that MCPS has convened a roundtable

specifically to discuss overcrowding in the Walter Johnson

cluster.  Talk is cheap though – no solutions have yet to be

attempted. 

  

These frightening enrollment projections are not surprising

given the irresponsible development occurring all over our

area.  Development already scheduled for our area is

projected to add perhaps over 1,000 elementary schools

students, over 700 middle school students, and over 700

high school students in the next several years.  And this



does not even begin to take into account all of the plans
that are in earlier stages of development. 
  
This appears to be a systemic problem in Montgomery
County.  A study prepared by Community & Environmental
Defense Services, entitled “How Successful Are Maryland
Counties In Preventing School Overcrowding,” found that
Montgomery County had, by far, the most number of
schools over 100% capacity in Maryland, with 92. No other
county in Maryland even came close. 
  
So, like the citizens of Westbard, the citizens of Luxmanor,
Windermere, and The Oaks are asking you today to put a
stop to all of this development, at least until our
infrastructure can handle it.  Wait until MCPS can
responsibly handle more students in this area.  Wait until
our roads, utilities and transportation systems can
accommodate more commuters.  Ensure that our
community can retain its essential character, the one that
drew all of us to move here in the first instance. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Abbe Milstein, President 
Luxmanor Citizens Association 
info@luxmanor.org 

Montgomery Council approves disputed plan for
development in Westbard 

County Council Approves Controversial Westbard Sector
Plan 

Response of Nancy Floreen, MONTGOMERY COUNTY
COUNCIL, OFFICE OF THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
  
Dear Ms. Milstein, 
  
Thank you for your correspondence expressing your views
on the Westbard Sector Plan. I have made your
correspondence available to my Council colleagues, and I
am pleased to respond on their behalf. 



The significant amount of correspondence received on the
Westbard Sector Plan does not allow me to provide a
personal response to each individual who contacted the
Council.  On March 22, the Council took straw votes on
the Sector Plan, but delayed final action for 6 weeks
based on the request from some community members for
a one-month delay.  On May 3, the Council took final
action on the Sector Plan after making numerous changes
to the Planning Board Draft, which are documented in
detail in the resolution adopting the Sector Plan.  (To view
the resolution, please go
to http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/Resou
rces/Files/res/2016/20160503_18-471.pdf.)   

The Council's unanimous support for the Sector Plan as
amended was based on our determination that
redevelopment in Westbard (particularly of the Westwood
Shopping Center and now vacant Manor Care Site), the
numerous parks and public amenities that will be created
as a result of the Sector Plan, and the addition of
moderately priced housing will greatly benefit the
Westbard community.  We will carefully monitor
development in Westbard and its impact on the
surrounding communities, schools, and traffic.  We have
directed our staff to work with Planning Department staff to
develop a new monitoring program, and they will be
presenting a strategy to the Planning, Housing, and
Economic Development (PHED) Committee sometime in
the next few months. 

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts on
this important matter. 
  
Best, 
  
Nancy Floreen 
President, Montgomery County Council  
  
  
 

Paul and Celine Silver Memorial 5K Race 



Please join us at the Paul & Celine Silver Memorial 5k
race in memory of Paul and Celine Silver and their
tremendous contributions to science, fine arts, music,
athletics, and our community. 

This year's Paul and Celine Silver Memorial 5K is 

  

Sunday June 5 @ 9:00 am at Tilden Woods Park 

  

You can register online at 

http://paulandcelinesilver.org/ 

  

All donation and proceeds will go towards funding the

scholarship and internship programs created in Paul and

Celine's honor. Your support will help students who share

the same passion and dedication as Paul and Celine,

realize their goals and dreams in their respective fields. 

  

If you want to volunteer at this event, please contact Karen

M. Stone at: silver.karen@gmail.com or at

info@paulandcelinesilver.org. 

Please share this information with all who could be

interested! 

  

Looking forward to seeing Many of you on Sunday June 5,

2016!!! 

  

Keep the legacy of Paul and Celine alive by 

BECOMING A SPONSOR! 

With your sponsorship, we will include your company or



family's name on our website, and we will be happy to post
banners or give out marketing/advertising materials for
your company! 

White Flint Sector Plan Advisory Committee Update 
  
On April 11, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at Wall Local Park-
Kennedy Shriver Aquatic Center the WFSPAC met to
discuss development activity that will be occurring in the
near and distant future.  The White Flint 2 group has been
meeting and the County Council has given them an
extension until June/July of 2016 for staff to work on a
draft of the plan.  There will be a public hearing sometime
in the winter of 2017.  Discussion will include whether
there will be a site within White Flint Plan for an
elementary school.  Also, the Walter Johnson Roundtable
Discussion Group input will be considered in this plan.  
Jay Corbalis, development associate for Federal Realty,
the developer for Pike and Rose discussed an amendment
to phase 1 of the Pike and Rose plan which would place a
screen above Per Sei and also introduced the idea of
cycle track along what will be “Towne Road”. Also
discussed was a plan for outdoor dining at the newly
developed Pike and Rose site. 

Dee Metz, representative for County Executive Ike Leggett
and a White Flint Implementation Coordinator, discussed
that the shared use paths are not working out very well
and discussion about the cycle path needing to be
adjacent to, and lower than, the side walk rather than
incorporated with the sidewalk, might prove a better
solution.  Ms. Metz also mentioned that the cycle tracks
planned for the development within the White Flint Sector
Plan will not connect. 

N’kosi Yearwood, lead county planner for the White Flint
Plan, discussed the building of a future Pepco substation
at the old Sport and Health property at Marinelli and Nebel
Streets.  There will be a mandatory referral held in the
near future about this project and Mr. Yearwood discussed
that the WFSPAC’s role would be to push for a design of
the Pepco substation that will be architecturally consistent



with the neighborhood.  He advised that the WFSPAC

needs to be strong in demanding that community

standards for the design of this project are met during the

mandatory referral process. 

Executive Boulevard recommendations are in process as

part of the ULI TAP (Urban Land Institute Technical

Advisory Panel

http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/community/document

s/ULI_TAPReport2_webready.pdf) and the planners are

considering more uses than previously discussed.  Many

of the corporate office buildings along Executive

Boulevard are either mostly or completely vacant. 

Property owners of the office buildings are “not necessarily

eye to eye on projects” that they are envisioning for the

redevelopment along Executive Boulevard. 

The Rock Spring Plan is facing even greater challenges in

the development process than Executive Boulevard.  An

additional collocated school at Walter Johnson High

School was discussed as part of the report on the Rock

Spring Plan. 

Ms. Metz discussed a meeting held with the SHA (State

Highway Administration) regarding Hoya Street and the

request to narrow the lanes on this road.  She discussed

that the on street bike lines with cycle track would be an

invitation to cars to park in the bike lanes.  There was also

discussion about parking along Hoya Street during non-

rush hour times and that a barrier would be necessary

between the sidewalk and the cycle track.  The SHA

wanted bike lanes in the project but there would need to

be a buffer constructed around the parked cars.  The

project envisions a more pedestrian and bike orientated

environment.  Hoya Street will be a state road but the

state and the developers/planners are still working on an

agreement. 

This summer 2016, the Executive Boulevard and Market

Street construction will begin.  As of this meeting the

sequencing of the construction was still unclear and plans

for the garage are still being finalized.  The new parking lot

will have spots for 640 cars. 



Brian Downie, developer and member of the White Flint
Downtown Committee (WFDC), discussed separating bike
lanes along the grid and noting that there will be gaps in
the connectivity of the bike lanes.  WFDC holds meetings
the second Tuesday of every month.  Please contact
N’kosi Yearwood
(nkosi.yearwood@montgomeryplanning.org) at the
Planning Board if you are interested in learning about
these meetings and attending. 

There will be a Fall Festival on Saturday, October 8, 2016
from 12 – 2 p.m. at Marinelli and Rockville Pike.  Food
trucks and music will be provided.  The Farmer’s Market
has been moved to the parking lot at 1601 Executive
Blvd. 

There were two Bus Rapid Transit community meetings
held, one at BCC high school on 4/28/16 and another at
Gaithersburg High School on 5/3/16.  At these meetings,
the county placed displays around the room and planners
discussed the MD 355 Bus Rapid Transit Corridor
Planning Study.  The station locations for the proposed
BRT will run from the Bethesda Metrorail Station along
355 and terminate in Clarksburg at “Redgrave Pl”.  See
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/rts/ for more
information. 

Abbe Milstein 
Member, White Flint Sector Plan Implementation Advisory
Committee 
  
    
 

Books and Brunch 

Books and Brunch was a huge success Neighbors
enjoyed great company, great books, and great food! 

Here are some pictures from the event: 







We would again like to Nurit Coombe for organizing the

event, and Nancy and Cary Feldman for opening their

home to host this wonderful event!  

 

LCA BOWA Dumpster Day e-Card Winner 

We have a winner! Our neighbor Adeen Postar has won

the LCA BOWA Dumpster day e-card. Congratulations to

Adeen. She was delighted to hear that she had won.  
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