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Dear Neighbors;

Welcome back to LuxLine! We are so happy to bring you
the 2nd edition of our neighborhood magazine. We have
articles from our President Abbe Milstein and others on
our Board, communicating all the very recent news
relevant to our community. 

We will bring you the most up-to-date information that we
have gathered, and if we get breaking news, we will surely
send that along via email blasts, our website, and our
ListServ. 

Take a moment and read our articles. You will also notice
our wonderful neighbors and their businesses advertised
to the right of our articles. We are very lucky to have such
great talent and such a wonderful community of people,
including you! 

All the best in the new year. Happy Holidays from me and
your LCA Board. 

Lis 

Lisbeth Herer, Chair, Electronic Communications 
listserve@luxmanor.org 
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MCPS Board of Education President Patricia

O’Neill meets with LCA Board 

 

At our monthly Board meeting, held on Tuesday,
November 2, 2015 the Luxmanor Citizens Association
invited Montgomery County Public School Board of
Education President Patricia O’Neill to discuss a variety of
school related matters with the LCA Board and the
community.  President O’Neill was accompanied by Bruce
Crispell, Director of Facility Planning, MCPS and Seth
Adams, MCPS Construction Office.  More than 45 LCA
Board members and neighbors attended. 
  
The LCA Board and community members covered many
topics of concern regarding the new collocated Tilden
Middle School/Rock Terrace and potential expansion of
Walter Johnson High School including traffic, pedestrian
safety, infrastructure, overcrowding, school size,
environmental impact, community notification and age-
appropriate collocation.  Mrs. O’Neill brought several
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handouts with her from the Interim Superintendent’s

Recommendations and the Division of Long-range

Planning for the Walter Johnson Cluster.  Links to those

documents can be found here: 

  

http://gis.mcpsmd.org/cipmasterpdfs/Supp_D_WalterJohn

sonClusterRoundtable.pdf 

and here: 

http://gis.mcpsmd.org/cipmasterpdfs/CIP17_Chap4_WJ.p

df 

  

Massive Student Enrollment 
  

President O’Neill explained that the County as whole is

experiencing incredible growth of the numbers of school-

aged children enrolled in MCPS.  Since 2007, MCPS has

grown by 18,700 students and would need 25 new

elementary schools to keep up with this growth. 

According to O’Neill, there is neither land nor money

available to MCPS to keep up with this level of growth and

the Board of Education is fiscally dependent on the County

Council to fund school projects. 

  

The Walter Johnson Cluster (which includes both

Luxmanor Elementary School and Tilden Middle School)

student population is also growing rapidly.  O’Neill

described a big “bubble” of elementary school students

that is moving forward in the WJ Cluster toward the Middle

School and this group of students is based on current

population numbers of existing residential housing within

the Cluster, it does not include planned residential

development in White Flint I, II and Rock Spring Master

Plans as well as the large WMAL property which was

recently sold and will be redeveloped with new residential

housing.  The combined development has the potential to

include thousands of additional students within the already

overcrowded Walter Johnson Cluster. 

  

As a result of both the current and projected student

enrollment within the WJ Cluster, Interim Superintendent

Larry Bowers recommended, and the Board of Education

approved, a Roundtable Discussion Group be convened

for the WJ Cluster. The Roundtable’s purpose is to gather
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input on a range of options to accommodate near-term
and long-term enrollment increases.  The roundtable will
consider facility planning issues at all three school levels
and include discussion of how closed elementary schools
and the former Woodward High School facility may be
utilized in the future.    
  
O’Neill related that the Interim Superintendent is aware of
the overcrowding issues and that he felt it was time to
“step back and have a conversation with the community
and hold a roundtable discussion group” to address
concerns about managing growth in the cluster.  She
described 2 time frames to address financial planning; the
first is a 6 year time frame where MCPS/BoE asks the
County Council for funding for capital projects (6 year CIP)
and; the longer term outlook for sites of schools and
maintaining an inventory of closed schools. 
  
She explained that the WJ Cluster has 4 former
elementary schools that are scattered around the cluster
and these schools will be considered in the long term. 
O’Neill stated that “we know that we will need another
elementary school.”  In addition, she discussed that the
WJ Cluster is grappling with whether the cluster wants a
large student population at Walter Johnson of 3200
students.  There is currently a feasibility study ongoing,
but that does not mean that any ideas for addressing the
large population at WJ have been adopted. 
  
Walter Johnson Roundtable Discussion Group 
  
O’Neill said that the roundtable group will provide a
chance for the Board of Education to “dialogue with
community representatives” to see how they feel about
high school size.  She stated that the WJ Cluster is
fortunate to have the former Woodward High School
(current Tilden Middle School) right across the street. 
Woodward is going to be included in the study to see if
there is a way that the school could be used to take
pressure off WJ enrollment in lieu of creating an addition
at Walter Johnson High School.  She said she would “want
to see what the community thinks both ways.” 
  

Contact
rlmanchester@aol.com or visit 
http://www.gscnc.org/en/cooki
es/find-cookies.html 
 

Alyssa Dortet 301-503-4303 
Professional Personal
Assistant Services! Very
Experienced !!!! 
 

ACT/SAT/AP/Academic Prep
Tutor. Jordan Cooper  
301-655-0040 
jordancoopermsph@gmail.co
m 

 



O’Neill’s use of the term “community” is not inclusive of the

Luxmanor Citizens Association or any other citizens group

that will be impacted by large and overcrowded schools

within the boundaries of their community.  O’Neill stated

that cluster coordinators and representatives from Parent

Teacher Associations (PTA) of each of the cluster schools

would participate on the roundtable since these are what

she referred to as “MCPS primary stakeholders”.  She also

stated that regulations specify that those are the primary

stakeholders that the Board of Education will pull together

on a roundtable. 

  

She reiterated that roundtable meetings are always open

to the public and there is always room for participants to

come.  O’Neill stated that “we can have times at the end of

meetings for people in the audience who want to ask a

question or make a statement.”  President O’Neill urged

people in the community who were not part of school PTA

to work with the representatives who sit at the roundtable

from Luxmanor Elementary School.  There will likely be

two representatives per school.  O’Neill expressed that

reaching out to your PTA roundtable representatives would

be the “best conduit to get your concerns addressed and

raised during the roundtable.”  

  

One of the concerns with this approach to involving the

community is that the PTA at Luxmanor Elementary

School only held 2 meetings this academic year.  There is

very little information forthcoming from either the

Luxmanor or Tilden PTA regarding the roundtable

representation and no meeting is currently scheduled for

the Luxmanor PTA in January when the roundtable will

begin to convene.  In addition, the Luxmanor PTA is a

volunteer board, PTA enrollment is down this year,

currently only ½ the families at Luxmanor are members of

the PTA and are on the Luxmanor PTA list serve. So

utilizing the Luxmanor PTA as a method to communicate

notice of roundtable discussions that will impact the

neighborhood is inefficient and excludes many

neighborhood residents. 

  

Bruce Crispell, MCPS Director of Facility Planning, began

to address some of the neighbor’s concerns at this point in



the meeting.  In response to a query about notice to local
community associations about the roundtable meetings,
Crispell stated that when the superintendent publishes
supplements and the CIP (Capital Improvement Plan),
MCPS sends out notices to all HOA’s and civic
associations that are registered with the Park and
Planning Commission.  He also noted that cluster
coordinators and PTA’s receive the information and it is
posted on line.  It is important to note here, that the LCA,
though having two board members registered with Park
and Planning has yet to receive any notification about the
WJ roundtable discussion group.  This was noted to Bruce
Crispell at the meeting and Crispell was handed email
addresses from the LCA President and several LCA Board
members. 
  
When asked about incorporating a representative from the
Luxmanor Citizens Association into the roundtable, Bruce
Crispell responded that “we don’t seat homeowner and
civic associations at the roundtable.  We don’t do that for
boundary studies either.  We feel the primary stakeholder
is the parent PTA representatives so we work with that.” 
He further stated that MCPS relies on the cluster
coordinators and PTA president’s to name the people who
will sit on the roundtable.  Crispell also stated that it would
be very “unwieldy” to manage a roundtable if it’s going to
involve everyone that wants to be part of the discussion. 
He went on to state that he felt MCPS gets the “kind of
representation of the communities through the process
that we have.”  Many of the attendees disagreed with this
statement. 
  
Mr. Crispell was admonished by many attending the
meeting for the lack of inclusiveness and incorporation of
the larger non-PTA community into the formation of the WJ
Roundtable since taxpayers are the ones who financially
support the school system whether or not they are
involved in the school PTA.  Private school parents and
neighbors without children in the public education system
have little opportunity for involvement in the roundtable. 
Crispell suggested the LCA submit a position paper
amended to the roundtable discussion panel.  He also
suggested speaking with the Principal at the neighborhood



public schools. 
  
Neighborhood Infrastructure 
  
Seth Adams, MCPS Construction Office, addressed
community concerns related to the neighborhood
infrastructure.  In his response, Adams stated that “design
is critical in determining the infrastructure needs.  Our
mission is to work with communities and get as much input
as possible and come up with a solution that meets the
needs of all.”  He said that the number one goal of MCPS
is to serve the students and to “end up building something
that everyone is proud of.”  He noted that MCPS will be
conducting traffic studies, and he will also be working with
WSSC and electric utility companies in all aspects of the
process. 
  
Bruce Crispell also addressed the feasibility of building the
new collocated Rock Terrace/Tilden Middle School within
the neighborhood.  He noted that Rock Terrace is “only a
100 student increase over what your community is going
to generate in enrollment.  It is not going to generate a
huge additional burden on your streets, on your sewer
system, on your infrastructure.”  
  
Seth Adams and Patricia O’Neill depicted the new
collocated Rock Terrace/Tilden Middle School as LEED
certified energy efficient at either the gold or silver
standard.  They described the storm water management
requirements as being much stricter today that in the
past.  Adams stated that “this project will drastically
improve any storm water management to date.  Our
mission, and it’s a state law, is that we contain pretty much
all the storm water management on site and disperse it
into the storm water management system at a rate that’s
consistent with all the calculations.  Also, we hold all water
on our site, contain it and then slowly discharge it.” 
  
Comparable Equity of Tilden Middle School vs. MCPS
Middle Schools 
  
In answering a question about the comparable equity of
the Tilden Middle School as compared with other middle



schools with the MCPS system, O’Neill replied, “if you
cross over the line of being too big, it is a problem.”  She
restated that there is “no land” available in the county. 
Only two sites are currently planned in Montgomery
County for a high school, the former Woodward and
Crown Farm. 
  
Construction Moratorium 
  
A community member asked about imposing the
moratorium on construction when student capacity of a
grade level at a school within the cluster exceeds 120%. 
O’Neill’s response was that the County Council repeatedly
fails to fully fund the CIP and school building projects are
continually delayed.  She asserted that she could not
control what the County Council does, nor could she
control what the Council decided to fund.  She stated that
she submits projects to the County and the State and then
she begs and pleads for the funding.  She said the
unwillingness of the State and the County to fund the
Board of Education’s requests are a “huge problem”
especially since taxpayers in Montgomery County are
more generous than in other parts of the state.  She said
that when our CIP is not funded, it “results in more
portables”.   
      
Re-examination of Rock Terrace Collocation with
Tilden Middle School 
  
O’Neill was firm in her belief that the Woodward site needs
to be preserved as a high school site.  She did not believe
that the Board would consider reevaluating the collocation
of the Rock Terrace Middle School and moving Rock
Terrace to a newly opened high school at the former
Woodward High School location.  She also mentioned that
although she did not attend the Rock Terrace/Tilden
Collocation Board of Education meeting vote, she
acknowledged that she would have voted in favor of
collocating Tilden Middle School with the Rock Terrace
School. 
  
Abbe Milstein 
President, Luxmanor Citizens Association 



 

Tilden Middle School/Rock Terrace Feasiblity
Study Continues 
 
The Feasibility Study for the Collocation of Tilden Middle

School and the Rock Terrace School on the grounds of

Tilden Holding Center at 6300 Tilden Lane is in full swing. 

Four meetings have been held as of December 15, and

two meetings remain.  During the meetings, the architects

for the project have presented rough designs for the build

that include locations of the educational facilities, locations

of the two parking lots, two student drop off loops, shared

service/delivery lane and shared bus loop, as well as

outdoor facilities, such as the tennis courts, basketball

courts and outdoor play area for the students of the Rock

Terrace School.  Each meeting brings discussion of the

pros and cons of the various designs and neighborhood

impact.  It is worth noting that MCPS has never found a

school build project not to be ultimately feasible. 

An example of one of the designs presented by the

architect at the December 1, 2015 Feasibility Study

Worksession is shown below overlaid on a satellite image

of the current site.  If you look closely, you will see the

image of the existing structures. 

Roughly, the designs discussed so far all commonly show

a 3-story facility for Tilden Middle School in roughly the

same location as the current school.  Parking and student

drop off for students of Tilden Middle School will be to the



north of the current building where the grassy lawn is

now.  Entry and exit for the parking and student drop off

will be along Tilden Lane.  A service lane will extend from

the west side of the parking lot to the west side of the

building.  The 2-story Rock Terrace School will roughly be

located to the south of the current building on what is

currently the grassy area adjacent the southern end of the

existing building.  Three or four Basketball courts will be

where current basketball courts are located.  Six tennis

Courts and the outdoor play area for the Rock Terrace

Students will be south of the current basketball courts. 

Parking for Rock Terrace will be east and south of the

Rock Terrace building, east of the proposed tennis courts,

in the current green space, with entrance from Marcliff. 

The bus loop will be shared by both schools and will

extend the length of the schools along Marcliff Road. 

There is uncertainty as to where the entry for the bus loop

will be – on Marcliff or Tilden.  To date, the MCPS

construction has stated that existing tree “drip line” will be

maintained as much as possible, but non-tree, non-

indigenous vegetation will be removed from the woods

during the construction.  

  

Copies of the presentations to date can be found at: 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/faciliti

es/construction/project/tildenrockterrace.aspx 

MCPS has commissioned a traffic study for the site, and

you may recently have seen that in progress. 

As previously reported in the Luxline, in May, the Board of

Education voted to place the Rock Terrace School on the

grounds of Tilden Middle School and place both schools

on Tilden Lane and Marcliff Road. The plans are for a

middle school of 1250 6-8th graders and a separate

special needs school for 100 eleven to twenty-one year

olds, together with a staff of over 200. The buildings

should be ready by the 2020 school year. 

Two Feasibility Study Worksessions remain, and are open

to the public.  Both are at 7pm at the Tilden Holding

Center at the corner of Tilden Lane and Marcliff Road. 

They will be held Thursday, December 17,

2015Wednesday, January 6, 2016.  Questions regarding



the project can be directed to Joe DeRosa, the MCPS
Project Manager, at 301-674-5211 or
joseph_derosa@mcpsmd.org.

Rebecca Rudich, Chair, Collocation Committee

Neighborhood Traffic Related Update --- 
12/7/2015 LCA Board Meeting

1)   Marcliff Road Street Traffic and Sidewalk 
Concerns 
Pros and Cons.   We need input from all LCA residents -
especially who live on Marcliff Road between Tuckerman
and Cushman.  Given the upcoming co-location of Tilden
Middle School with Rock Terrace and the current feasibility
study, the community needs to determine how to best
resolve any traffic and safety-related concerns on Marcliff
– including the possibility of sidewalks, traffic-calming and
other safety measures.   A special meeting will be
announced shortly to discuss this particular issue.  

2)  Repairs to Marcliff Cushman 
Following several complaints of poor road conditions along
Marcliff and Cushman (near the Tilden Holding School),
we contacted MCDOT.    As a result, repairs were made
on Marcliff including a repaved speed bump and the
installation of light-reflecting “flex posts” to more clearly
mark the roadway’s edge and as an additional safety
measure for drivers and pedestrians.  Further
improvements and “flex posts” are anticipated, weather
permitting. 

3) Speed Cameras on Tilden 
Tilden Lane has now been added to the list of county
streets that are being “considered” for future speed
cameras.    Your input about this possibility as well as your
thoughts about alternative “traffic calming” measures are
needed! 

4) Restrictive Turns From Tuckerman into Windermere 
Neighbors are requesting an evaluation for “Restrictive
Turn” signs along Tuckerman Lane during morning rush



hour to prevent cars from cutting through Windermere at 
Rosemont  or Lux  Lane.    Nearby residents are also
concerned about  excessive speed and a failure to obey
stop signs which have already resulted in several
dangerous “near-misses” and possibly one or more
accidents.   Community input is welcome – NOW…before
any restrictions are put in place and/or traffic tickets are
issued. 

5) Tuckerman Lane FUTURE Improvements  - Bike and
Pedestrian Paths 
The county has plans to improve Tuckerman Lane both for
the short term and long term – including additional
sidewalks and bike lanes and possibly vehicle “turning
lanes” at several points along Tuckerman.  However, even
the short term plans are at least 3-5 years away. 
For more info or to share other traffic-related
concerns, please contact: traffic@luxmanor.org. 

Jonathan Simon, Chair, Roads and Traffic Committee 

Detailed Design Phase of the Josiah Henson

Park

  
The next phase for the detailed design of the Josiah
Henson Park in North Bethesda is slated to begin in early
2016. The request for proposals to assemble the design
team for the facility is underway. Design work for the Park
will refine features developed during the Facility Plan
phase approved by the Montgomery Planning Board in
2013. Elements will include rehabilitation of the historic
Riley-Bolten house, a modest visitor center, landscape
improvements, and interpretive exhibits with audiovisual
and interactive multi-media describing the life of Reverend
Josiah Henson. A presentation of the approved Facility
Plan is anticipated to occur in late February and will be
open to the public. We welcome comments on the current
phase of design for the museum and educational center in
the context of the Board-approved Facility Plan. Detailed
plans will be refined and a final public meeting will be held
in late fall of 2016 to update the community and discuss
the progress of the design work. Parks is looking forward



to working with the Luxmanor Community on issues
associated with the future museum, including making a
safer intersection at the juncture of Old Georgetown and
Tilden Roads. 
  
Recent Happenings at the Josiah Henson Park 
  
Archaeological work on the location of the former Riley
plantation lasted throughout the summer and fall, and has
recently come to a close for the season.  The excavations
this year attempted to determine the location of the
meathouse that once stood near the main house. It is
listed on an 1856 fire insurance document that describes a
“Log smoke house about 20 steps west from the dwelling.”
While the units placed in that area contained some cut
animal bone, nails, 19th century ceramics and glass, no
features related to the structure itself were uncovered and
it’s exact location is still unknown.  Further away from the
house in the backyard, excavations continued around the
domestic foundation that was uncovered last season, and
the units continue to produce 19th century domestic
artifacts.  At least one ceramic chamberpot that dates
between 1840-1860 was recovered in several pieces,
along with a drinking glass, miscellaneous iron hardware,
and other household goods.  Just a few feet away from the
chamberpot, what appears to be pieces from a broken iron
cooking pot were also found.  
  
Along with the excavations, the Henson Park has been
busy with tours and school groups.  The Cultural
Resources staff at Parks have developed an activities-
based archaeological school program that shares the story
of Josiah Henson and how that story can be seen through
house, the log kitchen, and the landscape.  School kids
learn about life on the farm in the 19th century, how and
why archaeologists record artifact and soil information,
and then make a human timeline of Henson’s life.  Parks
continues to offer history tours at the site, both free tours
at public events such as Heritage Days and
Maryland Emancipation Day, as well as modest-fee "group
tours" upon request. Inquiries should be directed to 301-
650-4373. 



Mark Buenavista, Architectural Project Manager, Henson

House

Liquor Liberalization: Consumer Choice
versus School Construction 
  

CHEVY CHASE- George Griffen, Director of the

Montgomery County Department of Liquor Control (DLC),

spoke to the Western Montgomery County Citizens

Advisory Board about the implications of current legislative

proposals on Montgomery County. Griffen began his

presentation with the premise that a balanced approach to

reform of the DLC would be more in line with the public

interest than either maintaining the status quo or moving

towards complete privatization of the liquor industry in

Montgomery County. 

  

The current proposals to liberalize the DLC by introducing

private sector competition to the only monopoly of its kind

left in the nation, are designed to reform a Prohibition-era

holdover to the benefit of County businesses and direct

consumers. Delegate Bill Frick and Senator Brian

Feldman have proposed legislation that would authorize

private wholesalers of alcohol to compete for business



against the DLC and would additionally require that such a

proposal pass a referendum by the voters. Comptroller

Peter Franchot’s proposal mirrors the Frick/Feldman

proposal absent the referendum. Finally, the County

Council has proposed legislation that essentially would

permit special orders of alcohol to be filled by private

enterprise as what has been called a “good first step”

towards liberalizing the liquor business in Montgomery

County. 

  

Acknowledging that change is necessary, Griffen spoke of

his past frustration with the DLC as a part-owner of a

Bethesda restaurant and as the former Chair of the

Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce. He

identified poor and inconsistent customer service as

among the areas of greatest need for improvement for the

DLC and cited a recent hire that would begin improve the

DLC’s performance. 

  

Griffen spent the bulk of his hour-long presentation

focusing on the financial details of the DLC, and the

implication of proposed legislation on the DLC. According

to Griffen, the DLC currently nets $30 million in profit each

year for Montgomery County of which $20 million is

entirely unencumbered and is deposited into the County’s

general funds. $10 million of the profits are dedicated

towards debt service of 20 year, non-callable liquor control

revenue bonds that the County created in 2010. Griffen

added that these figures do not include $3 million of

overhead paid to the County on an annual basis for

attorney, accounting, and other assorted fees. 

  

The bonds were created, according to Griffen, by

borrowing against future DLC earnings. $128 million of

outstanding bonds were sold to pay the State of

Maryland’s share of transit projects because of an

inadequate supply of funds in the State Transportation

Trust Fund. These projects were used primarily to finance

a Metro station parking garage and a busy highway

interchange improvement project, neither of which would

have gone forward had the County been unable to procure

new revenues to replace what the state was unable to

provide. 



  
Should the Frick/Feldman or Franchot bills become law,
the County would have to buy out the bonds from the
bondholders at a $32 million cost to tax payers by
financing the purchase of these bonds with an issuance of
approximately $160 million of general obligation bonds.
The conversion of these bonds would present a financial
burden that would be compounded by the loss of liquor
revenue. Though this is financially feasible for the County,
the conversion of liquor control revenue bonds to general
obligation bonds would displace CIP school construction
funds that have been made a political priority in
Montgomery County and are primarily funded through the
issuance of general obligation bonds. Though in theory
there are other means of financing the conversion of these
bonds through cuts to other programs, the reality remains
that, seeing as the County does not currently have the
authority to increase taxes or fees on alcohol, funding
would need to be moved from another part of the standing
budget to support this move to liberalize the liquor
industry. 
  
Griffen observed that if the move to introduce competition
into the liquor industry in Montgomery County is intended
to improve consumer choice and service, then none of
these proposals would address the predominant complaint
that the DLC receives; overwhelmingly consumers are
expressing to the DLC their desire to purchase beer and
wine at grocery stores, which is prohibited by state law in
Maryland. 
  
In the case of potentially liberalizing liquor sales in
Montgomery County, the one question that remains
unasked is whether the County government ought to be in
the business of profiting off of liquor sales in the first place. 
  
Jordan Cooper 
  
 

Click here to view our website
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