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Dear Neighbors,
Greetings in April! We hope that you are enjoying the nicer
weather and the opportunity to get outside. Perhaps many
of you already know that our area has access to many
lovely walking, hiking, and biking trails, but for those that
might like suggestions, here is a link that might be a
helpful start: 20 Great Walks Around Washington, DC
http://www.washingtonian.com/2015/05/08/20-great-walksaround-washington-dc/. And for those who love art and
culture, here is a link to upcoming Smithsonian
exhibits: https://www.si.edu/Content/OVS/NewAtSmithsoni
an.pdf.
Our community is busy as always; we have added a new
patrol to help with traffic safety, we had a School Board
election debate organized by Ed Farber and moderated by
Jordan Cooper, and we are in the process of migrating the
ListServ to our LCA website. The wellbeing of the
neighborhood is an issue we all care about, so please
share information when you have it.
In this edition, we bring you reports on the ListServ
migration, the LCA Dumpster Day, the Montgomery
County Board of Education debate, the Tilden Local Park
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Recreation Center, and a letter from Commander David
Falcinelli on auto theft.
As always, we would like to encourage you to become
involved in the Association in an area of interest. Contact
information is on the website. Or email us, and we'll be
glad to put you in touch with the committee of your choice.
Please feel free to contact LuxLine to share articles or
feedback. If you would like to see an article on a topic not
covered, or wish to contribute an article on an area of
interest to the community, please let us know. Your input is
encouraged and welcomed.
Best regards,
Lis
Lisbeth Herer, Chair, Electronic Communications
listserv@luxmanor.org
Our neighbors and their businesses are advertised to the
right of our articles, and their ads help to directly support
LCA. We thank them for their contributions and want to
invite any of you who might have an interest in advertising
your business to join them on the pages of LuxLine. Our
Spring advertising open window dates will be announced
soon.
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Luxmanor ListServ Migration
Since May 26, 2000, the LCA Board has used Yahoo!
Groups as our neighborhood listserv. With only 3
messages posted in the month of May, 2000, our listserv
has grown to host, on average, more than 2,000 emails
per year. As technology changes, so do our demands on
technology. With nearly 600 members posting to the
Yahoo! Groups listserv, our needs as a community have
outweighed the performance abilities of Yahoo! Groups. In
response to this need, the LCA Board approved the
creation and transfer of our listserv from Yahoo! to our own
website. Initially, our new listserv will be open for
registration to all LCA residents. There will be no initial
dues requirement to join the new Luxmanor ListServ. The
current Board’s goal is to move all Yahoo! listserv users
onto the new Luxmanor ListServ. We want to encourage
new community members and community residents who
have never joined the listserv to register. Once this initial
registration period is complete, the 2016-2017 LCA Board
will determine the requirements for joining the Luxmanor
ListServ. The new Luxmanor ListServ will have a brand
new look. Once the transition is complete, the former
Yahoo! Groups listserv will be permanently removed. If
you have any information you would like to save from
Yahoo!, kindly do so at your earliest convenience.
The rollout will occur over the next few weeks. Please
continue to check your inbox for directions about how to
register.

Mini Ads
LCA Dumpster Day

ACT/SAT/AP/Academic Prep
Tutor. Jordan Cooper

LCA Dumpster Day was a tremendous success thanks to
great neighbors and BOWA Builders. Now Luxmanor
neighbors have slightly cleaner garages, attics and
basements.

301-655-0040
jordancoopermsph@gmail.co
m

Tickets available to GREAT
shows in and around
Maryland, DC, and New York.
Please contact Nancy
Feldman,
njfeldman@verizon.net, or
call 301-938-9743 if
interested.

Girl Scout cookies for sale!
Contact
rlmanchester@aol.com or visit
http://www.gscnc.org/en/cooki
es/ﬁnd-cookies.html

Alyssa Dortet 301-503-4303
Professional Personal
Assistant Services! Very
Experienced !

Montgomery County Board Of Education
Debate
On March 24, LCA, with co-sponsorship by Greater
Farmland and North Bethesda Citizens Association,
hosted our ﬁrst non-partisan debate featuring candidates
for the County Board of Education. Many of us who
testiﬁed at various Board of Education meetings earlier in
the year recognize the inﬂuence and power these elected
ofﬁcials exert on the quality of life in our community. Over
half of the County budget, 2.5 billion dollars annually, is
directly controlled by the Board of Education.
Hosted by Jordan Cooper, ﬁve candidates participated in a
hybrid debate-informational forum at Luxmanor
Elementary School. Abbe Milstein explained the unusual
process whereby some candidates run for speciﬁc districts
and others run for at-large seats, but all candidates will be
on the ballot and all are elected at-large. The ﬁrst election
for these candidates is during the primary on Tuesday
April 26.

Following opening statements by the candidates, they
responded to several questions posed by Jordan. The
candidates then participated in a speed dating forum,
meeting with small groups of about 10 participants for
about 10 minutes each, before moving on to another
group for another 10 minutes, for a total of about an hour.
This format, with each group coordinated by a Board
member or community volunteer, allowed for intimate
conversations and in-depth discussions. The evening
ended with closing remarks. Reporters from the
Washington Post and Bethesda Magazine were in
attendance.
Seven candidates had agreed to attend the
forum. Brandon Rippeon and Gwen Kimbrough withdrew
the day before. We appreciate Jeanette Dixon, Shebra
Evans, Sebastian Johnson, Phil Kaufman, and Angeli
Phutian sharing their platforms and plans with our
community in what was a very lively and informative
evening. Please look at the candidates’ websites and ask
your neighbors about the diverse positions of these
candidates.
Ed Farber
LCA Corresponding Secretary

Guest Column: Theft from Auto by Commander David
Falcinelli
Sheri Weiss, our Safety Chair, asked Commander David
Falcinelli to speak to our community about theft from cars
in the neighborhoodl
Dear 2nd District Residents:
I want to share a story about an incident that happened on
Saturday night. I am sharing it because I want our
residents to be aware of the real dangers faced by police
ofﬁcers every day, and also out of frustration because
these crimes could have very easily been prevented by
heeding the advice the police department has been giving
out for years now to lock you cars, remove items of

value or appear to be of value and DO NOT LEAVE
SPARE KEYS INSIDE OF YOUR CARS!!!
Our ofﬁcers observed several cars travelling at a high rate
of speed on Wisconsin Ave. One of the cars wrecked and
its driver got out and into one of the other speeding cars
that had stopped nearby. The ofﬁcers made an attempt to
stop this second car and it ﬂed the scene with the ofﬁcers
pursuing it north towards Rockville. This car then wrecked
in Rockville and the four occupants bailed out and ﬂed.
Two were caught a short while later after they were
located by a K-9 ofﬁcer hiding inside the rear fenced area
of a commercial business. Two are still at-large.
Our investigation revealed that both cars had been
recently stolen. Inside the stolen cars were several bags of
loose change, and other items of value that had been
taken from several unlocked cars that were parked in the
same neighborhood as where the cars were stolen from.
Inside of both now wrecked but recovered stolen cars
were also the keys to the vehicles!!! It turns out that the
suspects, while committing thefts from unlocked cars,
found two spare keys left inside of cars and decided to
steal the cars also. These crimes of theft from auto and
auto theft would most likely not have occurred had these
vehicle owners simply locked their car doors and removed
the keys. To aggravate matters, ofﬁcers risked their lives
and the lives of those on the road trying to apprehend
these felons. Needless to say, this event tied up a lot of
police resources leaving very few left to protect everyone
else for a small window of time.
I called the supervisor of our auto theft unit today and
asked him a very simple question – Is it possible to steal a
car that has a chip in the key without having that key? The
answer is NO, unless you tow it away. Cars with chipped
keys (which most do these days) cannot be stolen unless
the key is present. Take away the key and you take away
any opportunity for the crime. Leave the key and you have
now placed police ofﬁcers and fellow residents at risk.
The 2nd District itself remains a relatively safe area with
most residents being good, law abiding citizens. This

provides a false sense of security as there are suspects
that prey on this area because they know that there are
many that do not practice good personal security for their
families and property. The two that were arrested were
from DC, and both have prior interactions with law
enforcement.
We are doing our best to catch those that prey on our
neighborhoods, but we need help. It has to stop being so
easy. It’s a simple push of the LOCK button on your key
fob. Lock your car every time you leave it and take the
key with you. Take your wallets, purses, phones and
computers out of your cars. It seems like such a simple
task, but there are many that still do not seem to get it.
I am glad no one got hurt this time. I am hoping that each
of you reading this makes it a point to heed our advice so
there is not a next time.
Thanks in advance,
Captain David Falcinelli
Commander – 2nd District

Tilden Local Park Recreation Center
You may have recently noticed a number of work trucks
outside of the Tilden Local Park Recreation Center across
from the tennis courts. The Greater Farmland Civic
Association recently contacted the Montgomery County
Parks Department to see if the Department would be
amenable to making some much-needed improvements to
the Recreation Center, which has not seen much in the
way of improvements since the building was ﬁrst
constructed in the 1960s. Representatives of the Parks
Department ﬁrst met with the GFCA Board at the
Community Center and later with residents at a GFCA
community meeting to gather ideas on how to make the
building and grounds more usable for the community and
other users. Once the work is completed later this month,
the building will, for the ﬁrst time, be air conditioned,

allowing for comfortable use year round. Also, the Parks
Department is installing a new drop ceiling with LED
lighting to reduce echoing and improve the interior lighting,
renovating the bathrooms with new ADA compliant
ﬁxtures, renovating the kitchen area with new appliances
and countertops, reﬁnishing the ﬂoors and installing a new
keyless front door. On the outside, the Parks Department
is installing brighter and more energy efﬁcient LED
lighting, improving access for persons with disabilities, relandscaping the front of the building, and installing new
LED tennis court lighting. Future improvements,
depending on funding, may include a new outdoor covered
pavillion and additional landscaping improvements. The
GFCA thanks the Parks Department for being so
responsive to our community and for committing its
ﬁnancial resources to greatly improving this community
asset. We look forward to sponsoring a grand re-opening
next month and invite the Luxmanor community to join us.

Ed Rich
President, Greater Farmland Citizens Association

May 1, 2016 Books and Brunch
We are pleased to announce and invite our neighbors to
our annual Books and Brunch event on May 1, 2016 at
10:30 am to 12:30 pm hosted at Nancy and Cary Feldman
home, address: 11101 Buckwood Lane.
All neighbors are welcome to join, bring books and
dairy/vegetarian appetizer or dessert.
We would like to thank Nancy and Cary for opening their
home to host this wonderful event!
For details call Nurit Coombe at 301-346-5252 or
email Nurit.coombe@gmail.com
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